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Hear,  0  prodigy;  0  Tenderoeu!  O  Mystery  !  — He  has  just  drowned  the 

Fathers ; — and  now  he  will  die  for  the  C!hildien  ! 
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CoMMERcr^L  affairs  had  engaged  me  to  make  a 
sea  voyage.  I  had  got  far  from  the  shores  of  my- 
native  country,  when  a  dreadful  tempest  tbreW  mean 
an  unknown  coast;  however,  I  fell  into  the  ijaoids^  of 
a  very  buniane  people,  and  soon  fbiitic^  tliejr  ;liad 
brought  the  a^s  to  great  perfection,  that  th«y  ^<^^ 
mafiy  yhtues,  and  appeared  to  me'  \tk  ft  l|ftt^iB'^eA<^ 
lightened  is  hmn^tty  totild  attain.  —  "*^ 

My  admtrafidn  c^  th^if^  Quailed  my  gratitodi,  bu^ 
alas !  it  is  biit  toi(^^^^,  thalt  man  always^  discat|^»  by 
some  failing  the  weakness  of  his  beitig^  -^^  J^  V^^%  '-1 

These  people  shewed  as  much  friendship  towardy 
me  as  1  i^tild  pOssibly  do  tO  thetft ;  tb^irmildtt^slahd 
civiKty  eiltit^ly  g^i»^  i^  affe<itrc«).  They  isaid  to* 
me  one  diy,  «»'  Of  what  i^ygion  are  you  ?  l%e  qines*^ 
tion  surprised  me ;  I  £»ked  th^ii  if  there  we^  two^ 
retlgiqns,^  at  which  tbey  smited,  and  1  saw  l^y  Were 
asfpiiisbed  ^t  my  iffnoranee^.  <*  My  friead,'*^  said  ^i^ 
of  #1^,  "  give  thanks  to  God  fer  having  i^ndli€^ 
YOtt  aabobn^t  tis  to  be  iustrueted  in  o^r  h^  f^^^m 
¥otti^^tkfio#  then  that  God  has  made bililiilf  i 
mattf^i;  assured  them  it  Was  the  first  time  I  k^ 
hearii  Of  il^  and  asked  them  why  be  had  becoriie  tt 
man  ?  Kliow,  continued  ^ey,  '*  that  ^e  first  niati'  ^t^ 
an  ap{>lewlneh  God  had  forbiddea  bira,  in  consequence 
of  which  all-  his  posterity  were  condemned  to  eternal 
jHmtshoient.    At  another  time  men  be<»me  s&erimi^ 
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nal  tl^atthe  Almighty  repented  of  having  created  them, 
and  drowned  them  all  with  the  exception  of  eight  per- 
sons. The  posterity  of  these  became  no  better,  God 
continued  to  Be  displeased,  and  as  it  was  necessary  to 
reconcile  him  to  mankind,  God  the  Son  became  a 
man  to  appease  God  the  Father." 

This  divine  family  astonished  me  a  little.  And  the 
daughter  of  God,  said  I,  what  is  become  of  her  ? 
They  answered  gravely,  "  God  has  no  daughter.'* 

Oh  !  he  has  but  a  Son  :  but  how  do  you  know  the 
sex  of  this  Son  ?  They  answered,  God  is  incorporeal, 
be  has  no  sex.  I  insisted  how  could  God  the  Fa- 
ther produce  God  the  Son  ?  He  begot  him.  God 
has  a  sex  then,  he  must  also  have  a  wife.  They 
smiled  at  me  again.  But  when  did  the  father  b^get 
this  Son  ?  From  all  eternity.  My  friends,  there  is 
an  apparent  contradiction,  it  is  pot  possibly  for  the 
Son  who  we^s  begotten  to  be  as  old  as  tbfe  F^^ther. 
Has  the  Father  then  any  other  children?  No  ;  but 
there  is  a  third  person  who  proceeds^  iirom  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  I  suppose  he  was  begotten  also?  No; 
certainly  not ;  pray  take  care  what  you  say,  or  you  will 
be  guilty  of  heresy.  1  replied,  J  did  not  understand 
them,  , 

P,  Sir,  these  are  mysteries  which  God  himself  h^ 
revealed  to  men,  to  the  end  that  they  '  might  upd^i-^ 
stand  nothing.  Wonderful,  said  I.  They.conjtinii^  :, 
God  wished  to  humble  men's  reason^  that  Is,,  itp  give 
them  a  disr^ard  for  the  most  precious  ^ift  they  hold 
qf  his  bounty.  And  you  make'  no  use  of  your ;  reason. 
thmrhjaOry^  ;  ^.  are  allowed  to :  use  it  in  all  odier> 
aiQtipnfr/pf  pur  lives,;  but  in  matters  of  religion  it  would 
be-  inopious.  Better :  and  better,  8ai,4  I.  •  So  ( j^^n,  I 
ipd  you  h^ave  three  Gods?  r  No,  no,  replied  th.ey, 
D^.^ave  indeed  three  persons,  ;pf  whom  the  fifst  Bjtfie 
if^heTj,  the  second  is  the  Son,  or  word^  the  third. is 
tjj^'^ply  Spirit;  but  all  th^se  three  j make  only ^ one 
Clpd,]  l^w,  Gentlen^en  ?  these  three  make  but  pnef£m4 
orje  ijaajies  Jjjure^  ?j  ^  Y^  ;  it  is  ;»o,  replied  tliey,jthpiMgh 
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contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  arithmetic ;  you  must  know 
that  our  theology  is  far  superior  to  this  petty  science ; 
however  we  will  explain  the  whole  to  you. 

What  do  you  call  the  third  person  ^  said  I.  The 
Holy  Ghost.  Has  the  Holy  Ghost  been  a  man  also  ? 
No ;  but  he  became  a  .pigeon  ;  we  do  not  kndw,  in- 
deed, that  it  was  his  natural  form,  but  when  he  appeared 
to  the  apostles  he  was  pleased  to  borrow  that  shape. 

And  the  Son  of  God  has  been  a  man  from  all  eter- 
nity ?     O  no,  only  seventeen  hundred  years.    -'V 

Of  whom,  and  how  was  he  born  ?  He  was  born  of 
a  virgin.  She  would  certainly  be  much  surprised  know- 
ing herself  to  be  a  virgin  ?  O  yes  ;  you  are  right ;  but 
an  angel  came  to  prepare  her,  that  she  might  not  be 
alarmed  in  being  brought  to-bed.  Yet  I  suppose  you 
will  be  still  more  surprised  when  we  tell  you  she  was 
married  ?  O  no  ;  pardon  me,  I  understand  this  mys- 
tery better  than  all  the  others.  Nay,  do  not  jest.  Sir,  her 
husband  had  not  slept  with  her ;  we  have  it  so  revealed 
to  us.  And  pray  how  did  she  conceive  ^  By  the 
o^li^tion  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  you  say  that  tb^ 
Holy  Ghost  proceeds  from  the  Son  ;  how  then  cpuld 
he  product  the  Son  ?  Yes,  Sir,  it  is  so,  by  the  infalUbte 
decision  of  the  holy  church.  And  who  was  his  mother? 
The  wife  of  a  carpenter.  What  kind  of  a  hfe  did  he 
lead  ?  He  served  thirty  years  in  his  father's  shop,  and 
was  very  serviceable  to  him.  Indeed,  gentlemen  ;  veiy 
well  ?  i  perceive  you  have  sublime  notions  of  the  di-  . 
vinity.  At  the  age  of  thirty  he  began  to  preach  to  the 
people  in  the  country^  which  lasted  some  time;  at 
length  the  magistrates  became  displ^lised,  becaose  in 
his  sermons  he  said  a  great  deal  about  rich  men,  arid 
the  officers  of  government.  He  foresaw  that  he 
would  be  punished,  and  perspired  both  water  andi 
blood.  Indeed  !. that  is  another  fine  trait  in  his  cha- 
racter. -^^ 'V:'j^ '::5^.;7'i^;'";-/:^^  s'"'"' 

At  length  he  was  arrested  by  the  magistrates,  and 
crucified  between  two  robbers.  And  he  died  ?  *  Yes. 
And  was  buried  ?  ,  Yes.     Wdl  then  I  suppose  that  is 
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the  end  of  his  history  ?.  Hold,  Sir,  you  go  too  last ;  he 

died,  it  is  true,  tiut  Jt  was  in  consideratipn  that  God 
would  pard9n  niankind.     Oh,  1  understand.  you»  God 

would  pardpn  the  sins  of  maiikinc!  because  %y  had 

kil]|ed  his  3,on.     ^ruly,  nothing  cpuld  be  better  inia. 

gined.    jfeut  know  for  testimony  of  hi^  divinity,  he 

rose  again  the  third  day.  And  what  proof  hi^ve  you 
of  this?  The  writings  of  the  disciples.  But  what 
said  the  people  ?  They  contradicted  it. 

Oh,  gentlemen  !  1  find  you  ar^  as  well  providi^ 
with  proofs  as  with  reasonings;  but  did  h^  perform 
any  other  miracles  .^  Yes;  he  cured  those  possessed 
of  evil  spirits ;  dried  a  fig  tree  •  sent  devils  into.a  herd 
of  swine ;  filled  the  nets  of  his  disciples  with  fishes, 
and  changed  water  into  wine  ;  but  he-ioved  S|0  to  hum- 
ble himself,  that  never  in  his  life ^di he  own.  th^t  h^ 
was  God.  And  why  do  you  believe  it?  His  secta- 
ries have  disputed  a  long  time  on  this  important  arti- 
cle, as  well  as  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  because  thre£ 
pprsons  were  not  spoken  of  iij  the  Qld  TestanjentV 
Tile  Holy  Qhost  was  found  out  ,to  hje  God  ^fl^r,  twelve 
hjundred  years  had  passed  over,  and  as  for  thediviniliy 
of  Jf^'us,  three  hundred  years  of  disput^»  Up^hles, 
ancj  massacres  su^ced  to  decidf  the  mat^r.  in  his 
favour.  -     /  \ 

As  you  love  this  God  so  much,  I  suppose  he  was 
born  in  your  country  ?     No  ;  he  was  born  in  another 
quarter  of  the  globe.     Indeed  !     You  go  very  for  to 
seek  your  gods  !     He  must  then  have  left  a  boojk  of 
> -doctrines  of  religion,  which  you  thought  proper  to 
adopt?  No  !.  he  4i¥l  not  teach  a  new  religion,  nether 
,|did  he  write  any » thing ;   but  some  of  his  disciple 
^:*have  written  his  ^tory  and  discourses.     An^  your 
'^rehgion  is  there  ^Exactly  prescribed  ^    Oh,  no!   We 
:  >  jba,ve  only  a  few  particulars  of  his  life,  accompanied 
L^y  some  moral  precepts ;  he  has  there  declared  tl^t  he 
.    came  to  fulfil  the  ancient  law,  arid  not  to  change  it. 
i  Then  there  Was  a  particular  religion  in  the  country  , 
J  where  he  was  horn,  before  his  time  ?     Yes.     And  it 
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is  that  Ktme  religion  that  you  stiH  observe  ?  No  ;  biire  is 
in  direct  oj^position  to  it.  But  whence  then  is  this  new 
religion ,  for  you  own  that  it  was  never  announced  by  your 

God  ?  We  havieexplainied,  commented, interpreted  with- 
out cestsiiig  these  seventeen  hundred  years  on  the  dis- 
courses of  Christ ;  and  have  drawn  from  them  a  long 
succession  of  dogmas  and  mysteries  quite  new.  And 
do  you  ail  agree  inthese interpretations ?  No;  far  from 
it.  We  have  always  been  •  disputing,  fighting,  and 
killing  one  another  on  account  of  them.  Well,  I  am  i 
very  sorry  to  tell  you  that  I  do  not  think  your  religion 
very  attracting.  What  do  you  say  ?  You  do  not 
agree  in  your  explanations,  and  you  quarrel  and  kill 
each  other  about  them  ?  Your  religion  does  not  at 
ail  please  me  ;  yet  I  suppose  it  had  been  adojjted  by 
the  people  of  the  country  Hvliere  your  CirOd  dwelt  ? 
You  are  again  deceived ;  Christ  had  but  a  very  small 
number  of  disciples,  and  these  were  from  the  lowest 
class  of  the  people.  Have  we  not  already  told  you 
that  he  was  put  tb  death  by  Order  of  the  magistrates  ? 
What  do  you  say,  gentlemen  ?  Was  not  his  doctrine 
believed  by  tlie  people  be  attempted  to  instruct?  N61 
His  miracles,  have  they  not  persuaded  those  who  were 
witnesses  ?  No.  And  why  should  you  believe  them  ; 
you  who  cancie  seventeen  hundred  years  after  bim,? 
0 j  Sii-i  all  things  require  an  explanation.  Know  then 
that  God  sent  his  Son  ahiong  this  people'  whose 
hearts  be  bad  hardened,  purposely  that  they  might  not 
beHeve  in  hirtf.  ..p 

Well  explairied  !     I  am  quite  delight^  with  youi*J> 
mode  of  reasouing ;    but  pray  i^at  name   do  you 
give  i&is  peopled    Jewa.-^eW^tVHfew8!  -  I^  neve^i-^^ 
heard  of  tiiem.      No^  I  believe  3^^;/ Thejr  decupl^i 
such  ff  stnaii  territory^  that  their ;f$^Iiliaf£ion  did  ncM;  €3e^    J 
tend  ftir>;  nefverfhefess,  they  wei^  /bii^rfy  G<mJ's  if^     ^t 
^      vourite  people.  *  God  chose  them  frO^kmOng  all  t^^  /. 
nsitioiKi  of  tbe  earth  ;  he  governed  thein  hltos^lf,  ai^    i 
^   often  conversed  with  their  ebiefe.     Soi^tkx^s  througtt' 
tenderness  for  his  people  he  ordered  theki  to  massacrJ     v 

i  '.        •'     '^        '  •  I       . -r    "  ,   .V"   ■f'-'.''/- •.-.." 
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each  other ;  and  at  one  time  twenty  three  thousand 
were  put  to  death  by  their  own  citizens  at  the  express 
command  of  God. 

God  ordered  one  of  the  kings  to  murder  every  man 
of  a  nation  they  had  vanquished  ;  the  king  had  the  au- 
dacity to  spare  some  who  were*  not  in  a  state  to  defend 
themselves  and  was  punished  for  it.  A.  son  of  this 
king  was  condemned  to  die  for  eating  honey  on  the 
day  of  battle,  and  God,  who  was  justly  irritated  at  the 
father  as  well  as  son,  pjoscribed  them  both,  and  made 
choice  of  a  new  king. 

This  king  (whom  God  had  expressly  chosen)  com- 
mitted adultery  with  the  wife  of  one  of  his  generals, 
and  massacred  her  husband.  By  the  adultress  he 
had  a  son  who  kept  seven  hundred  wives  and  three 
hundred  concubines  in  his  seraglio;  but  you  must 
know  these  two  kings  were  cherished  by  our  God ; 
both  had  heavenly  benedictions  heaped  on  their  heads. 
The  father  was  the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  and 
the  son  was  the  wisest  of  men.  The  Son  of  God, 
who  became  a  man,  descended  in  direct  line  from 
this  wisest  of  men,  and  from  the  adultress  of  whom 
we  have  just  spoken.  ;  r  s ;     ^        ,:..  ^ 

O,  gentlemen,  exclaimed  I,  you  make  me  shudder 
at  your  impious  ideas.  They  resumed.  Have  we 
n<5t  told  you  that  the  conduct  of  this  God  was  always 
mysterious,  purposely  to  humble  our  weak  reason  ? 
The  first  legislator  whom  God  gave  to  his  favourite 
people  was  an  assassin ;  but  he  had  nevertheless  the  gift 
of  performing  a  number  of  miracles.  He  composed  a 
body  of  civil  and  religious  rites  and  laws  which  we 
still  revere  as  having  been  inspired  by  the  Deity. 
And  yet,  you  do  not  observe  thprn  ?  No ;  truly. 
We  hold  those  people  in  horror  who  do  so.  It  is  true, 
that  this  was  formerly  the  fevourite  people  of  God, 
apd  all  other  nations  were  rejected ;  afterwards  the 
other  nations  were  chosen,  and  this  favourite  people 
rejected.  Do  you  not  admire.  Sir,  the  wisdom  of  the 
God  we  adore?     r  :  >    .;    :   .;      -  i  ici  kj'  niobiivt 
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At  this  discourse,  I  stole  away  from  them,  and 
could  scarcely  persuade  myself  it  was  more  than  a 
dream.  Having  before  seen  to  what  great  perfection 
this  people  had  attained  in  every  human  science,  I 
began  to  fear  the  weakness  of  my  nature,  and  deter- 
mined to  return  to  my  country  i  lest  those  abominable 
European  prejudices  should  make  me  forget  my  duty 
to  my  fellow-creatures,  land  reverence  for  the  God  of 
all  worlds. 


THE    END. 
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